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BSU  Convention  To  Offer  Chri 


)ectives 


Mississippi  which  have  Baptist  Stu-  the  Department  of  Education  for 
dent  work,  concludes  at  10:15  a.m.  Louisiana.  Then  the  vocation  confer 
Sunday.0cf.il.  ences  will  take  place. 

Donny  Monk,  a  contemporary  Chris-  After  lunch  will  be  the  business  ***■ 

tian  artist  and  composer  from  Lees-  sion  which  will  include  a  vote  on  t* 
burg,  Va.,  will  open  the  evening’s  | 

program  with  a  mini-concert.  He  will  _ _ _ _ 

be  followed  by  Bryan  and  Marguerite  Committee*  is  import*  that  the  ft** 
Humphrey,  the  mime  team  from  Fort  BSU  appoint  75  students  for  sutn<n*r 
\  missions  and  raise  160,000  to  support 

Charles  Baker,  pastor  of  University  them. 

Heights  Baptist  Church  in  Stillwater,  After  the  business  sessions  will  M 
OUa.,  will  give  the  keynote  address  the  special  interest  conference  tm 
Friday  night  some  afternoon  free  time. 

The  Saturday  morning  program  be-  The  Saturday  evening  program  wip 
gins  at  9  a.m.  with  Frances  Spain,  feature  a  parade  of  flags,  andafilmjf 
former  public  relations  director  for  the  Student  Conference  on  World  lHu 


va  vww— -  .  «  W  MWC  puitx  ill  — 

Louisiana.  Then  the  vocation  co®cr  Dec.  27-31, 1979:  Department  of  Stud 

ences  will  take  place.  ^erry  Rankin,  missionary  to  In-  sippi  Baptist  Convei 

After  lunch  will  be  the  business  jonesia,  and  Tupelo  native,  will  offer  Merriman,  director 

sion  which  will  include  a  vote  oo  u*  the  missions  message  Campus  altars 
proposed  1979-60  student  mission  will  follow,  then  Donny  Monk  will  give  _ 

program.  The  state  Student  Mis**®  a  concert. 


Baker 


Scirratt 


Bryan  and  Marguerite  Humphrey 


Life-Changing  Results 
Sought  At  BYW  Retreat 


By  Marilyn  Hopkins,  Consultant,  is  Monday,  October  15.  and  is  not  re 
WMU  Department  fundable  after  this  date.  Eegistratioi 

The  Baptist  Young  Women  Retreat  will  begin  at  5:00  p.m.  at  Garaywa. 
Oct.  1W20  at  Garaywa  will  be  centered  Program  features  will  carry  out  th< 
around  the  theme,  “Because  I  Have...  theme  through  Bible  study,  missio 

I  Must  Give.”  During  the  weekend  nary  speakers.  BYW  method  confer 
BYWs  will  be  challenged  to  make  ences,  fellowship,  and  music. 
Life-Changing  Commitments,  as  they  Mrs.  Jerry  (Bobbye)  Rankin 
seek  to  change  their  world.  The  Bap-  foreign  missionary,  Jember,  In- 
tist  Young  Women  wUl  look  at  their  dopesia,  wUl  tell  about  the  work  she 
lives  —  seek  to  discover  bow  God  is  and  her  husband  do  in  Jember  and 
working  through  them  to  bring  about  a  their  special  assignment  to  India  be- 
change  in  His  world.  fore  arriving  home  for  furlough. 

BYWs  will  come  together  Friday  Young  women  will  see  the  needs 
evening,  October  19;  at  6:50  p.m.  for  overseas  —see  the  needs  in  the  United 

supper,  with  the  evening  session  be-  States  -  and  the  needs  here  in  Missis- 
ginning  at  7: 30  that  evening.  The  prog-  Aippi.  The  weekend  will  provide  the 
ram  will  conclude  Saturday  afternoon  opportunity  to  each  person  to  embark 
at  2:30  p.m.  Each  BYW  should  bring  on  a  pilgrim  age  of  many  dimensions  — 
sheets  (single  bed),  blanket,  or  sleep-  responding  to  world  missions  as  a 
ing  bag,  pillow  case,  Contempo,  Bible,  career  missionary  or  volunteer  to  win 
and  a  notebook.  Pillows  are  furnished  our  world  to  Christ, 
by  Camp  Garaywa.  Every  young  woman  16  through  29; 

The  weekend  cost  fs  912.60.  Thto  In-  single  or  married,  is  urged  to  attend  as 
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Jackson:  Nov.  13-15 


Causey  And  Baker  To  Open 
State  Baptist  Convention 


Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  sion.  And  Thursday  morning  will  fea- 
Church,  Orlando,  will  be  worship  ture  W.  C.  Fields  of  the  SBC  executive 
leader  for  the  Wednesday  evening  ses-  (Continued  on  page  2) 


Mississippi  speakers  lead  off  in 
the  first  seasioos  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  No«ii,»3-I6_in 
Jackson  at  First  Baptist  Qnkwh —  - 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  coftttm-  _ ^ _ r _ 

tioo  for  which  nearly  2,009  churches  PhD  in  history  from  Mississippi  State, 
are  qualified  to  send  messengers,  will  Also  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  Semi- 
feature  Bill  Causey  and  Bill  Baker,  nary,  he  has  been  pastor  of  Man  tee 
both  Baptist  pastors  Baptist  Church  and  First  Baptist 

Causey,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Church,  Calhoun  City. 

Baptist  Convention,  elected  last  year,  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
will  deliver  the  president's  address  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
during  the  opening  session  of  the  con-  Convention  Board  will  be  in  charge  of 
vention.  Baker  will  give  the  the  Tuesday  evening  session  which 
convention’s  annual  sermon  during  will  emphasize  missions, 
the  Tuesday  afternoon  session.  Immediately  following  the  Tuesday 

Causey  is  pastor  of  Jackson's  Park-  evening  session,  will  be  a  reception 
way  Baptist  Church.  A  Greenville  na-  honoring  missionaries  and  chaplains 
tive,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  in  the  Baptist  Building  which  is  across 
College  and  Southern  Seminary  in  the  street  from  First  Baptist  Church. 
Louisville,  Ky.  Wednesday  morning  will  offer  Wen- 

He  has  been  pastor  of  Hopewell  Bap-  dell  Belew  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
tist  Church  in  Kentucky,  Poplar  as  featured  speaker  and  Wednesday 
Springs  Drive  Baptist  Church,  Meri-  afternoon  will  have  Charles  Carter, 
dian;  and  has  been  at  Parkway  for  the  pastor  of  Shades  Mountain  Baptist 
past  16  years.  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  speaking. 


Baker,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Clinton  since  1972,  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  State  Univer- 


programming.  Registration  deadline 


Positive  Witness  Given 
While  Others  Protest 


KNOXVILLE.  Tenn.  (BP)  -  While 
others  protested  the  presence  of  Soviet 
athletes  in  Knoxville,  members  of  the 
Island  Home  Baptist  Church  took 
them  on  a  tour  of  their  church  and  in¬ 
formally  told  them  about  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Russians  were  in  Knoxville  for  a 
Soviet  Sports  Exhibit  to  promote  the 
1960  Olympics  and  the  opportunity  for 
Americans  to  tour  Russia  as  they  at¬ 
tend  the  Olympic  games  in  Moscow. 

Protests  came  when  the  exhibit  was 
scheduled  for  the  newly-opened  City- 
County  Building  in  Knoxville.  Local  of¬ 
ficials  and  the  news  media  received 
many  phone  calls  objecting  to  the 
Soviet  flag  being  flown  over  the  build¬ 
ing,  along  with  the  American  and  Ten¬ 
nessee  flags,  according  to  David  G. 
Peach,  pastor  of  the  Island  Home  Bap¬ 
tist  Church. 

He  said  a  local  Jewish  group  called 
for  the  release  of  Jewish  prisoners  and 
'for  permission  for  the  migration  of 
Jews  from  the  U.S.S.R.  Also,  he  said,  a 
Christian  group  called  for  the  release 
of  all  religious  prisoners  and  for  religi¬ 
ous  freedom  in  Russia. 

In  the  midst  of  negative  reaction, 
Peach  seised  an  opportunity  for  a  posi¬ 


tive  impact  in  international  under¬ 
standing  by  inviting  the  Russians  to 
the  church  for  an  informal  exchange  of 
ideas  about  beliefs  and  philosophies. 

“I  discovered  the  Russians  to  be 
very  friendly  and  open,’’  said  Peach 
after  visiting  the  exhibit.  ‘  ‘They  have  a 
great  curiosity  about  our  people  and 
our  way  of  life.” 

Peach  arranged  for  nine  Russians  to 
visit  the  church  to  talk  and  exchange 
( Continued  on  page  2) 


Causey 


Baker 


SBC  Executive  Committee 
Approves  $90  Million  Budget 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ridgeland,  had  expressed  concern  prior  to  July  15  for  the  next  year.  A 

Executive  Committee,  during  its  Sep-  "that  all  Southern  Baptist  Convention  random  drawing  will  establish  the 

tember  meeting,  installed  its  new  ex-  officers  will  have  a  definite  commit-  order  in  which  the  requests  will  be 

ecutive  secretary,  approved  a  $90  mill-  ment  to  the  Bible  as  expressed  in  the  considered.  If  a  group  has  a  block  of 

ion  budget  for  recommendation  to  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Statement  rooms  and  does  not  use  at  least  two- 

convention  next  June,  and  heard  a  re-  adopted  by  the  convention  in  1963  and  thirds  of  the  rooms,  then  that  group 

port  from  the  convention  registration  reaffirmed  in  1979  in  Houston.”  The  will  have  to  wait  until  all  other  re¬ 
secretary  on  registration  procedures,  committee" expressed  appreciation  to  quests  are  filled  if  it  makes  a  request 

The  role  of  laymen  in  Bold  Mission  First  Church,  Ridgeland,  for  its  con-  the  next  year.  Rooms  in  block  res^rva- 

Thrust  also  was  given  special  atten-  cem.  tions  that  are  not  claimed  by  March  1 

tion  during  the  committee  meeting.  Owen  Cooper,  committee  member  will  be  released  to  the  general  public. 

for  Yazoo  City,  suggested  that  “the  These  new  guidelines  do  not  affect  the 
Harold  C.  Bennett  was  installed  as  committee  on  order  of  business  be  en-  guidelines  established  in  1976,  nor  do 
ingallsAvenueBapUstChurch,  Pascagoula,  sustained  loss  of  its  steeple,  and  water  executive  secretary  during  the  Mon-  couraged  to  continue  to  place  a  layper-  they  pertain  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
damage,  during  Hurricane  Frederic.  A  pictorial  survey  of  other  church  damage  along  day  evening  session  of  the  meeting,  son  or  laypersons  on  the  program  of  tees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 

the  Mississippi  coast  is  on  page  3.  Editorial  comment  on  the  disaster  is  on  page  4.  The  entire  session  was  devoted  to  the  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  tion  or  the  Woman’s  Missionary 

installation.  Brooks  Wester,  pastor  of  Baptist  Convention,”  and  the  commit-  Union. 

.  -r^.-a-iT  ~w  I*  First  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  tee  agreed.  In  the  future  the  convention  ar- 

|y-|  Ll-|  II  In  InrllQ  and  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com-  For  the  Convention  in  1981  in  Los  rangements  work  group  and  the  host 

■A"  v/iAel  JAFI1  J-FI.A1  Xll  A 11  All  Cl  mittee,  was  in  charge  of  the  service.  Angeles  the  Los  Angeles  Hilton  Hotel  city  will  be  asked  to  attempt  to  provide 

^  The  total  basic  grating  budget  to  was  named  as  the  headquarters  hotel,  private  home  accommodations  for  the 

a  n  ,  t-|  be  recommended  for  next  year  is  $74.5  and  for  the  Woman’s  Missionary  messengers  who  would  desire  them 

f\  1*011  SPS  >trrm  Cf  rfnt  PCI  Q  million.  The  total  capital  needs  Union  annual  meeting  the  Los  Angeles  and  make  the  fact  known  in  the  state 

x  i-x  V/uoco  U.  Ull  g  A  X  CV/O  lo  budget,  which  has  already  been  estab-  Bona  venture  Hotel  was  selected  as  the  papers. 

lished  as  part  of  the  capital  needs  dis-  headquarters  hotel.  A  budget  of  $39;500  was  set  for  image 

BANGALORE,  India  (BP)  —  A  bill  be  suspected  of  using  physical  minis-  tribution  program  for  1978-1984,  is  $2.5  The  committee  looked  at  the  plan-  magnification  for  the  St.  Louisconven- 

currently  before  India's  lower  house  of  try  to  force  conversion,  added  Naylor,  million,  TTte  additional  $13  million  is  a  ning  of  exhibits  at  conventions  and  li-  tion  next  year,  but  image  magnifica- 

Parliament  would  restrict  Christian  a  missionary  physician.  Bold  Mission  Thrust  Challenge  mited  exhibits  to  seven  categories,  tion  screens  will  not  be  used  for  the 

witness  if  passed,  but  the  new  gov-  In  introducing  the  bill,  Tyagi  said  it  budget.  They  are  SBC  agencies  and  commit-  1981  convention  in  Los  Angeles, 

ernment  has  stated  the  bill  will  not  be  was  to  protect  all  religious  minorities  Regis  (ratio*  tees,  the  local  committee  of  the  host  A  7  percent  cost  of  living  salary  in- 

accepted.  in  India,  including  Christians.  The  matter  of  the  registration  of  city,  the  local  committee  of  the  host  crease  was  authorized  for  Executive 

The  Freedom  of  Religion  Bill,  intro-  Presentation  of  the  bill  resulted  in  messengers  for  the  Southern  Baptist  city  for  the  following  year,  the  Baptist  Committee  employees,  effective  Oct. 
duced  by  O.  P.  Tyagi,  would  prevent  massive  demonstration  all  over  India  Convention  was  referred  to  the  Execu-  World  Alliance,  the  state  conventions  1. 

“conversion  by  force,”  which  Rebe-  by  Christian  groups,  Naylor  said,  tive  Committee’s  Administrative  and  local  associations,  the  American  For  ordianed  staff  members  of  the 
kah  A.  Naylor,  Southern  Baptist  mis-  “Often  the  Christians  were  joined  by  Committee  for  continued  considers-  Bible  Society,  and  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  a  housing  and 

sionary  press  representative,  said  other  minorities  such  as  Muslims  in  tion.  Association  of  Southern  Baptist  Col-  *  utility  allowance  for  tax  purposes  of  up 

could  include  presentation  of  God’s  the  protests.”  In  a  session  crammed  with  business,  leges  and  Schools.  to  35  percent  of  salary  was  established, 

judgment  and  the  result  of  sin.  The  new  Janata  (secular)  govern-  the  Executive  Committee  considered  Block  Reservations  and  a  five  percent  housing  supplement 

Social  ministries,  including  hospi-  ment  has  categorically  stated  that  the  a  great  number  of  issues:  Regulations  were  made  concerning  was  provided  for  the  non-ordained 

tals  such  as  the  one  operated  by  South-  bill  will  not  be  accepted,  Naylor  said.  During  the  convention  in  June  the  block  reservations  at  conventions,  staff  members, 

ern  Baptists  in  Bangalore,  India,  could  Tyagi  is  a  member  of  the  Janata  party,  members  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Requests  in  writing  must  be  made  (Continued  on  page  2) 


“Turn  Your 
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FMB  To  Enter  96th  Country  , 

FMB  Votes  Funds  For 
Storm  Victims,  Refugees 


Jack  Glaze  Will  Chair 
MC  Division  Of  Religion 


'i 


By  Robert  L.  Stanley 

RICHMOND.  Va.  (BP)  _  Faced 
with  major  relief  needs  on  two  sides  of 
the  world,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  voted 
170,000  to  help  feed  refugees  fleeing 
oppression  in  Cambodia  and  approved 
funds  released  earlier  on  an 
emergency  basis  for  Caribbean  hur¬ 
ricane  victims. 

The  board  had  to  scrape  the  bottom 
of  its  general  relief  fund  barrel  to  find 
$35,000  to  buy  medical  supplies,  blank¬ 
ets  and  other  non-food  items  needed 
immediately  by  the  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  left  homeless  by  Hurricane  David. 

Almost  no  general  relief  money  is 
left  to  help  more  than  80,000  Cambo¬ 
dian  refugees  huddled  without  shelter 
or  food  along  the  Thailand  border.  The 
$70,000  voted  from  hunger  relief  funds 
will  provide  food  for  these  refugees, 
but  other  funds  are  needed  to  provide 
tents,  medicine,  or  nets  to  protect 
against  the  swarming  mosquitoes. 

Cambodian  Refugees 

Area  Secretary  William  R. 
Wakefield,  in  an  urgent  telephone  re¬ 
quest  from  Bangkok,  Thailand,  esti¬ 
mated  that  between  60,000  and  70,000 
Cambodian  ref u tees  have  been  living 
along  the  Thai  border  for  weeks,  hop¬ 
ing  for  entrance  into  the  neighboring 
country. 

Hurricane  David 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  also  re¬ 
ceived  reports  on  progress  of  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  Caribbean,  where  Hur¬ 
ricane  David  devastated  the  tiny  is¬ 
land  of  Dominica  and  took  a  heavy  toll 
in  both  lives  and  property  on  the 
Dominican  Republic.  Martinique  re¬ 
ceived  a  glancing  blow  from  the  storm . 

W.  Eugene  Grubbs,  consultant  for 


laymen  overseas  and  relief  ministries, 
said  the  U.S.  Department  informed 
him  Southern  Baptists  were  the  first 
on  the  scene  with  relief  for  Dominica. 
John  R.  Cheyne,  associate  consultant 
for  relief  ministries,  accompanied  the 
first  U.S.  teams  into  Dominica  and 
personally  coveyed  $10,000  in  Southern 
Baptist  funds  and  $5,000  in  Baptist 
World  Alliance  aid  to  begin  relief  work 
there. 

A  total  of  $90,000  in  relief  and  hunger 
funds  has  been  appropriated  for  relief 
ministries  on  the  two  islands. 

Area  Secretary  Charles  W.  Bryan 
expressed  gratitude  to  God  for  the 
safety  of  all  35  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  personnel  who  were  on 
the  three  islands  hardest  hit  by  the 
hurricane.  He  praised  the  relief  and 
medical  efforts  as  “one  of  the  finest 
responses  we’ve  been  able  to  make  to  a 
disaster  of  this  magnitude." 

Southern  v  Baptists  entered 
Bophuthatswana,  another  of  the  10  tri¬ 
bal  homelands  in  South  Africa,  in  1977. 

Sudan  Entry  • 

Work  will  start  Jan.  1  in  the  Sudan. 
Africa’s  largest  country,  which  is  bor¬ 
dered  by  Egypt  and  by  Ethiopia  on  the 
Southeast.  Recent  visits  convinced 
field  representative  James  E.  Hamp¬ 
ton  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  R. 
Bodenhamer,  a  Kenya  missionary 
couple,  that  the  Bodenhamers  should 
begin  work  in  the  southern  portion 
where  a  majority  of  the  black  popula¬ 
tion  are  animists 

The  Bodenhamers'  transfer,  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  1,  would  make  the  Sudan  the 
98th  Southern  Baptist  mission  field  if 
no  other  new  areas  are  entered  late  in 
1979 


Pastoral  Leadership  Conference 

These  men  were  In  attendance  at  a  reCent  meeting  at  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jackson.  Tha  meeting  was  on  the  theme  "Pastoral  Leadership  for  Growth  and 
Priority."  It  was  sponsored  by  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  From  left  to  right  are  Walter 
Price,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Fulton;  Gary  Breland,  pastor  of  Gum  Springs 
Baptist  Church.  Braxton;  Bruce  Grubt*,  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  and 
guest  lecturer;  and  James  Scirratt,  pa«0r  of  Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church,  Jack- 
son.  Price  came  the  farthest  for  the  meeting,  and  Breland  and  Scirratt  were  pastors  of 
the  smallest  and  largest  churches  represented. 


The  old  Jordan-Prince  Williams 
central  school  building  in  Nassau  is 
being  renovated  into  offices,  a  work¬ 
room  and  an  auditorium  for  the  use  of 
the  executives  and  committees  of  the 
Bahamas  National  Baptist  Missionary 
and  Educational  Convention.  This 
building  is  next  door  to  the  present 
heidquarters,  which  are  in  a  small 
house  converted  for  the  purpose. 


Washington  <EP)  —A  combination 
of  tightened  controls  and  bad  weather 
has  caused  a  dramatic  drop  in  the  flow 
of  Indochinese  refugees  from  more 
than  65,000  in  May  to  less  than  8,000  in 
the  first  half  of  August,  says  the  U.  S. 
State  Department.  Tabulations  show 
refugees  entering  other  Southeast 
Asian  nations  dropped  to  56,890  in 
June,  and  to  27,208  in  July. 


Two  new  faculty  members  have 
Wen  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Mississippi  College  for 
the  Division  of  Re- a 
ligion.  , 

A.  Jackson  Glaze, 
missionary  to  Ar¬ 
gentina,  will  chair 
the  Division  of  Re¬ 
ligion  and  serve  as 
professor  of  reli¬ 
gion.  He  succeeds 
the  late  W.  W. 

Stevens.  Roger  Glaze 
Greene  has  been  named  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religion.  Glaze,  a  native  of 
D’Lo,  received  the  B.A.  from  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
and  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degrees 
from  Southern  Seminary. 

Since  1955  he  has  been  Professor  of 
Old  Testament  at  the  International 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina.  He  was  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  institution,  1968-1974,  and 
Director  of  Graduate  Studies  from 
1977  until  the  present. 

While  on  leave  from  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  from  1975-77,  he  was 


Glaze  is  married  to  the  former*- 
Johnson  of  Greenwood,  S.C  Two  of , 
their  children  are  graduates  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  the  other  two  are 
currently  enrolled.  < 

Because  of  commitments  on  tne 
mission  field,  Glaze  will  not  join  the 
faculty  until  December,  1979. 

Roger  Greene 

Roger  Greene,  a  native  of  Natch¬ 
itoches,  La.,  has  *>een1name£  a"  ?*' 
sociate  professor  of  religion.  He  holds 
a  B.A.  in  English  from  Louisiana  Tech. 
At  Southern  Seminary  he Jarned  both 
Master  of  Divinity  an^Doctor  of 
Philosophy  degrees. 

Since  1975,  he  has  served  as  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  religion  at  Palm 
Beach  Atlantic  College  in  Lake  Park, 

Pig 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Martha 
Julia  Dickerson  of  Jonesboro, 
Louisiana,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons,  ages  seven  and  four. 

Greene’s  areas  of  specialization  in¬ 
clude  New  Testament  language,  New 
Testament  literature,  New  Testament 
history,  and  Christian  ethics. 


SBC  Executive  Committee 
Approves  $90  Million  Budget 


Mission  tsoara  irom  ivib-it,  ne  was  #  ^1  • 

Life-Changing, 
Results  Sought 


Positive  Witness  Given 

i 

While  Others  Protest 


( Continued  from  Page  1) 
ideas.  They  met  with  several  church 
members  and  the  pastor .  Peach  talked 
with  them  about  the  church,  the  de¬ 
nomination  and  Baptist  beliefs. 

‘‘-fetwbttUacttiBgrftMM  wasaMK>/ 
to  share  the  message  of  salvation,' 


Peach  said  they  were  able  to  discuss 
religious  freedom  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  and 
that  the  Russians  knew  about  Georgi 
Vins  and  other  Russian  Baptists  who 
have  been  persecuted. 

“Ib  proved  to  be  a  great  experi¬ 
ence. "  Peach  said .  ‘  ‘  perhaps  ode  of  the 
greatest  of  my  life.  It  was  oar  concern 


Peach  said.  “As  I  explained  about 

Christ  and  God's  plan  lor  man,  they  <  that  we  leave  them  with  a  positive  im- 
dispiayed  a  genuine-  interest.  They  of-  m  prestfMitf  people  who  call  themselves 


fered  many  jincere  questions  and  a 
discussion  ensued. 

"They  told  of  their  beliefs  and  made 
an  honest  effort  to  understand  ours.  It 
was  a  time  of  openness  and  sharing. 
No  converts  were  made,  but  it  is  our 
prayer  that  the  seed  has  been  planted. 
They  had  never  before  heard  the  plan 
of  salvation. .  .Their  response  was  one 
of  interest  and  curiosity.’’ 


Christians,  and  that  we  present  the 
message  of  Christ  to  those  who  might 
not  again  hear  it." 

“We  have  come  to  understand  the’ 
Russian  people  a  little  better  and 
perhaps  to  overcome  some  of  our  fears 
in  regard  to  our  differences.  We  have 
helped  them  to  understand  us  better 
and  to  accept  the  fact  that  we  practice 
our  belief  in  God,”  Peach  said. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Dental  insurance  as  a  part  of  the 
hospitalization  and  medical  insurance 
plan  was  added  for  committee  emp¬ 
loyees. 

Resolutions  of  appreciation  were 
adopted  for  two  retiring  state  execu¬ 
tive  secretaries.  They  were  for  John  1. 
Snedden  of  West  Virginia  and  Ray  E. 
Roberts  of  Ohio. 

At  the  request  of  the  convention  the 
committee  considered  the  production 
and  distribution  of  Soul-Winner’s  New 
Testaments  and  referred  the  matter  to 
the  Sunday  School  Board  and  the 
Home  Mission  Board. 

Loan  Authorization 

Midwestern  Seminary  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  borrow  up  to  an  amount 
equivalent  to  the  “shortfall"  of 
Cooperative  Program  gifts  to  cover 
possible  shortage  of  capital  needs 
funds  resulting  from  less  Cooperative 
Program  otceipts  than  anticipated  for 
the  1978-79  Cooperative  Program 
budget.  And  the  aemlnury  w«  au- 
thorized  to  borrow  up  to  $146,060 
against  Individual  contributors’  ’ 
pledges  for  interim  financing  for  the 
construction  of  a  child  development 
center. 

The  Christian  Life  Commission  had 
requested  funding  for  a  consortium  on 


TV  rating  system.  This  was  referred 
back  to  the  commission  with  the  re¬ 
quest  that  it  be  made  a  part  of  the 
commission’s  1980-81  Cooperative 
Program  allocation  budget  request. 

A  convention  resolution  on  local 
church  mission  teams  was  referred  to 
the  bold  mission  thrust  steering  com¬ 
mittee  for  study  of  its  relationship  to 
the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  and  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  the  Brotherhood 
Commission,  and  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  for  implementation. 

Finally,  the  committee  requested 
the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  Steering 


Committee  to  call  together  an  ad  hoc 
consultation  of  skilled  laymen  to  think 
through  the  implementation  of  Bold 
Mission  Thrust.  The  Brotherhood 
Commission  was  requested  to  assume 
responsibility  for  organizing  and  staf¬ 
fing  at  least  10  regional  conferences. 
The  agencies  involved  in  Volunteers  in 
Missions  were  requested  to  add  to 
th«$r  listing  of  volunteers  the  names  of 
laymen  with  a  wide  variety  of  unique 
skills.  And  the  state  conventions  were 
urged  to  form  ad  hoc  advisory  com¬ 
mittees  and  work  groups  to  enable 
them  to  use  the  wisdom  and  skills  of 
“eminently  qualified  laymen.’’ 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
can  change  our  world  through  life¬ 
changing  commitment. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  (Fraiices)  Tyler,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Bible,  Blue  Mountain  College, 
will  lead  the  Bible  study  during  the 
Friday  evening,  Saturday  morning 
and  Saturday  afternoon  sessions. 

BYWs  methods  conferences  will  be 
offered  and  lead  by  Mrs.  Kenneth 
(Elaine)  Rhodes,  Poplarville  and  Mrs. 
Elton  (Linda)  Whitley,  Tupelo,  who 
were  WMU  camp  conference  leaders 
in  the  area  of  Baptist  Young  Women. 
Don’t  forget  the  October  15  deadline! 

For  more  information  write  or  tele¬ 
phone,  Marilyn  Hopkins,  P.O.Box530, 
Jackson,  Mississippi 39205  (Telephone 
354-3704). 

Information  needed  with  registra¬ 
tion:  church  name,  number  attending, 
amount  of  money  enclosed,  person 
sending  reservation,  and  address  and 
telephone  (office  and  home)  of  person 
sending  reservation.  Send  to  Marilyn 
Hopkins  at  above  address. 


Jack  Gritz 
Retires  Early 
In  Oklahoma 


pi 


Northwest  Leader  Named 
New  Florida  Executive 


Brooks  Wester  and  the  Harold  Bennetts. 

Causey,  Baker  To  Open 
Baptist  Convention 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  Dan  C. 
Stringer,  executive  director-treasurer 
of  the  Northwest  Baptist  Convention 
for  eight  years,  has  been  elected  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  State  Convention. 

Stringer,  41,  will  assume  his  Florida 
position  Nov.  L  He  succeeds  Harold  C. 
Bennett,  who  resigned  to  become  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary-treasurer  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee. 

“Leaving  the  Northwest  has  been  a 
real  grief  experience  for  my  wife  and 
me,”  Stringer  told  Baptist  Press.  “It 
has  been  frontier  territory,  especially 
with  the  expansion  of  the  work  in 
Canada.” 


Stringer 


Before  You  Move 

1.  Attach  old  mailing  label  in  tha  apace  below  or  print 
your  old  addreee,  and  account  number. 


Account  No. 
Name _ 


Address. 


City 


State- 


-Zip 


Date  you  plan  to  move 


2.  Print  your  new  addreee  hera. 
Name  _ 
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Circulation 

Box  530 

Jackson,  Mias.  39205 


“As  I  look  at  Florida,  1  see  it  as  an 
equal  challenge,”  he  said.  "It  is  differ¬ 
ent  in  that  the  churches  are  estab¬ 
lished  and  stronger.  Many  of  them  are 
doing  an  outstanding  job,  while  others 
need  to  move  up  to  new  dimensions." 

As  he  spoke  of  his  new  post,  Stringer 
noted  Florida  challenges,  including 
population  growth,  work  among  eth¬ 
nics,  opportunities  for  outreach  and 
evangelism  and  the  need  for  new 
churches.  t 

Stringer  was  elected  by  the  state 
board  of  missions  Sept.  11,  after  a 
search  committee  headed  by  James 
Monrbe,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Fort  Walton  Beach,  recom¬ 
mended  him. 

The  executive  board  of  the  North¬ 
west  convention  —  which  includes 
Washington,  Oregon,  part  of  Idaho  and 
most  of  Western  Canada  —  will  meet 
Oct.  4  to  name  an  interim  executive. 
Under  a  backup  system  implemented 
by  Stringer,  it  is  expected  to  be  Bill 
Peters,  director  of  missions. 

Stringer  will  terminate  his  work  in 
the  Northwest  Oct.  12. 

Under  his  leadership,  the  Northwest 
convention  has  expanded  from  250 
churches  to  more  than  360,  and  has  tri¬ 
pled  Cooperative  Program  giving, 
from  $292,000  to  $975,000. 

He  is  a  native  of  Cordell,  Okla.,  and 
graduated  from  an  Albuquerque,  N. 
M.,  high  school,  Baylor  University  and 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  also  attended  the  University 
of  New  Mexico,  Wayland  Baptist  Col¬ 
lege  and  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

He  married  the  former  Harriett  Ro¬ 
gers  of  Lisbon,  Fla.,  in  1948,  the  same 
year  he  was  ordained  to  the  gospel 
ministry.  They  have  two  children. 

Stringer  has  been  pastor  of  churches 
in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona  and 
Nevada,  and  has  been  in  denomina¬ 
tional  work  in  Arizona  and  the  North¬ 
west.  In  Arizona,  he  was  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  missions,  secretary  of  ste¬ 
wardship,  institutional  and  financial 
coordinator,  director  of  missions  and 
associate  executive  secretary. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
committee  and  John  Sullivan,  pastor 
of  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church, 
Shreveport,  La.,  who  will  close  out  the 
convention  with  messages. 

Business  sessions  during  the  con¬ 
vention  will  include  election  of  offic¬ 
ers,  and  a  vote  on  a  1980  budget  of  $11.2 
million.  Thirty-three  percent  of  this 
budget  would  go  to  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  causes  outside  Missis¬ 
sippi.  The  rest  would  go  to  Mississippi 
Baptist  programs  and  agencies. 

Other  business  matters  could  in¬ 
clude  discussion  and  votes  on  resolu¬ 
tions  which  are  brought  before  the 
convention  by  individual  messengers. 
No  information  on  possible  resolutions 
has  been  forthcoming  as  yet. 

The  Tuesday  afternoon  session  will 
include  a  special  feature  by  John 
Newport  of  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Ft.  Worth,  Tex.,  on  the  occult.  And 
Wednesday  afternoon  there  will  be  of¬ 
fered  a  choice  of  a  number  of  mini¬ 
sessions  on  various  areas  of  Baptist 
work. 

At  each  of  the  seven  sessions  of  the. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  a 
"Bible  Treasure”  will  be  presented. 
These  are  short,  15-minute  devotional  , 
messages. 

Speakers  for  these  interludes  will  be 

Arthur  Farmer 
Named  Ill.  Interim 

SPRINGFIELD,  I1L  (BP)  -  Arthur 
E.  Farmer  will  serve  as  interim  ex- 1 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Illinois  Bap¬ 
tist  State  Association  until  a  successor ' 
is  found  for  James  Smith,  who  res¬ 
igned  to  become  executive  director  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Commission. 

Farmer,  pastor  of  Walnut  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Carbondale,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  retired  as  the  Illinois  Baptist 
special  ministries  director.  He  will 
work  on  a  part-time  basis,  a  day  or  two 
a  week,  as  interim  executive  secret¬ 
ary. 

Wendell  Garrison,  pastor  of  the  Win- 
stanley  Baptist  Church,  Fairview 
Heights,  Ill. ,  is  chairman  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  find  a  permanent  successor  for 
Smith. 


Jerry  Oswalt,  of  the  William  Carey 
College  faculty;  Bobby  Perry,  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Moss  Point; 
Roy  Myers,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  Independence;  Odean  Puck¬ 
ett,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Natchez;  Tom  Hudson,  pastor  of  Oak 
Forest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson; 
James  Travis,  on  the  faculty  of  Blue 
Mountain  College;  and  Ed  Gandy, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Kos¬ 
ciusko. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.  (BP)  - 
The  board  of  directors  of  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Oklahoma  ap¬ 
proved  a  motion  that  Jack  Gritz,  editor 
of  the  Baptist  Messenger,  retire  early, 
effective  Sept.  11. 

Gritz,  who  will  be  63  in  December, 
observed  his  30th  anniversary  as 
editor  of  the  Oklahoma  Baptist  weekly 
news  publication,  July  31.  He  has 
served  longer  than  any  current  editor 
of  one  of  34  state  Baptist  newspapers. 

Before  joining  the  paper  in  1949; 
when  he  succeeded  Albert  McClellan 
as  editor,  Gritz  was  a  pastor  in  Ok¬ 
lahoma  and  former  associate  secret¬ 
ary  of  the  state  convention’s  depart¬ 
ment  of  religious  education. 

A  native  of  Okmulgee,  Okla.,  Gritz  is 
a  graduate  of  Oklahoma  Baptist  Uni¬ 
versity  and  earned  the  master  of 
theology  degree  from  Southwestern 
'Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  and  the  doctor  of  theol¬ 
ogy  degree  from  The  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 
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Pitocrtwi,  N.  J.  (EP)  -  Religious 
prejudice  in  the  United  States  has  re¬ 
corded  a  major  decline  in  the  last 
quarter  century,  says  the  latest  Gallup 
Poll.  The  survey,  which  interviewed 
1,500  adults  from  May  4  to  May  7,  found 
a  drop  both  in  the  numbers  of  people 
who  were  concerned  about  Catholics 
and  Jews  having  too  much  power  and 
in  those  who  have  had  experiences  that 
made  them  dislike  Catholics,  Protes¬ 
tants,  or  Jews. 

A  1952  poll  found  that  41  percent  of 
the  Protestants  surveyed  felt 
Catholics  were  trying  to  gain  too  much 
power  in  the  nation.  That  figure  drop¬ 
ped  to  30  percent  in  1965,  and  fell  to  11 
percent  in  the  latest  survey.  Protes¬ 
tants  made  up  about  45  percent  of  the 
people  questioned  in  the  most  recent 


garage,  First  Baptist  Church,  Pascagoula. 


New  York  (EP)  —  Religious  leaders 
from  severaLtraditions  have  stepped 
up  their  attacks  on  the  new  Monty 
Python  film  “Life  of  Brian,”  calling  it 
“blasphemy”  and  “sacrilege.”  “Life 
of  Brian”  depicts  a  fictional  contem¬ 
porary  of  Jesus,  who  spouts  obs¬ 
cenities  and  has  a  mother  who  is  a 
prostitute.  “Brian”  is  a  reluctant  mes- 
siah  born  on  Christmas  night,  who 
joins  the  People’s  Liberation  Front  of 
Judea  and  is  crucified  by  the  Roman 
Army. 


Baptist  Seamen’s  Center,  Pascagoula. 


Washington  (EP)  -  The  U.  S. 
Catholic  Church  kicked  off  a  campaign 
here  to  evangelize  an  estimated  80 
million  unchurched  Americans,  in¬ 
cluding  some  12  million  “fallen  away” 
Catholics. 


Bel  Aire  Baptist  Church,  Gulfport. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.  (EP)  —  A  vol- 
untary  Bible  study  program,  recently 
redesigned  to  make  it  objective  and 
;  descriptive  and  with  religious  tests  for 
teachers  eliminated,  has  been  ap- 
-  H  proved  by  a  federal  judge  for  use  in  the 

*****  public  schools  of  Chattanooga  and  sur- 

rounding  Hamilton  County. 

lurch,  Pascagoula. 

St.  Johns,  Ohio  (EP)  —  A  United 
Help  For  Domestic  Violence  —  “A  Methodist  minister  in  this  small  West 
new  office  on  Domestic  Violence  Central  Ohio  community  has  found  a 
within  the  Administration  for  Chil-  unique  way  to  raise  money  for  the  Un- 
dren,  Youth  and  Families  has  been  ited  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
created  at  HEW.  The  new  office  will  (UMCOR),  Churchwide  DisasterfAp- 
serve  as  a  point  of  coordination  for  all  peal.  Larry  Swaisgood  played  ping 
HEW  research  and  social  services  re-  pong;  for  27  hoursand  14  minutes  and 
lated  to  spouse  abuse.  It  will  establish  raised  nearly  MOO  Which  will  be  turned 
an  information  clearinghouse  and  over  to  UMCOR  to  aid  the  victims  of 
provide  technical  assistance  to  or-  last  spring’s  tornados  and  floods  in  Ok- 
gamzations  developing  programs  at  lahoma  and  Texas,  Mississippi  and 
the  local  level.  For  information,  write:  Alabama.  The  money  came  from  do 
Office  on  Domestic  Violence,  Ad-  nations  and  pledges  for  each  hour  of 
ministration  for  Children,  Youth  and  ping  pong  played.  During  the  27  years 
Families,  P.  0.  Box  1182,  Washington,  he  played  184  games  against  30  oppo- 
D.  C.  20013;  or  call:  (202  )  472-4205.”  nents  and  won  133  of  the  games fhtaiiy 
(Media  Tip-Sheet,  No.  24-79-A)  while  sitting  in  a  chair. 


Pass  Road  Baptist  Church.  Gulfport. 


East  Howard  Baptist  Church,  Biloxi 


FBC,  Biloxi  pastor.  Frank  Gunn  at  his  home 


First  Baptist  Church,  Moss  Point. 


Affirming  fhe  Authority 


Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

Sept  28-29  Acteens  Leaders’  Retreat,  Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 
5  p.m.,  28th-2  p.m.,  29th  ( WMU) 

26-29  Music  Leadership  Clinic,  FBC,  Jackson 

5:00  p.m..  28th-12:30  p.m.,  29th  (Church’ Music) 

28  Ethnic  Evangelism  Institute,  Baptist  Building, 

Jackson,  9:00  a. m. -4:00  p.m.  (Cooperative  Missions) 


of  the 
WORD  of  GOD 


Church  Training  Installation  and  Recognition  Night 
(CT  Emphasis) 

Sunday  School  Preparation  (SS  Emphasis  — 
local  churches) 

New  Staff  Orientation,  Baptist  Building.  Jackson 
GA  Super  Saturday,  Camp  Garaywa,  10:00  a. m.- 
1:00p.m.  (WMU)' 


Join  pastors  and  church  workers  in  the  HEART  of 
AMERICA  to  hear  a  biblical  mandate  to  evangelize 
your  community  for  Christ. 


Bivocational  Pastors 
Lead  Double  Lives 


gave  an  affirmative  answer.  He  By  Tim  Nicholas  members  is  a  lesser  thing  to.him. 

cautioned  that  “the  fact  that  a  man  is  a  Which  are  they:  non-stipendiary  He  has  a  weekly  radio  program  on 

Christian  does  not  mean  that  he  may  clergy,  or  bivocational  pastors?  WVLY  radio  in  Water  Valley  that  he 

be  more  competent”  than  one  who  is  Another  denomination  uses  the  former  said  gave  him  the  “possibility  of 

not,  but  said  he  did  not  feel  it  inapprop-  term.  Apparently  Baptists  prefer  the  preaching  to  over  10,000  people  every 

. .  latter  -  though  it  is  still  fairly  new  in  week.”Hesaidhedoesn’thaveenough 

usage.  time  to  study  or  to  develop  his  home 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  life.  He  would  like  to  attend  the  Missis- 
Board’s  Cooperative  Missions  De-  sippi  Baptist  Convention  and  he  gets 
partment  recently  held  a  series  of  con-  irritated  when  people  say  such  things 
ferencesfor  these  bivocational  pastors  as  “Brother  Sellers  is  not  a  fully  dedi 
—  men  who  hold  down  a  secular  job  in  cated  man  of  God  because  he’s  teach- 
addition  to  being  pastor  of  a  church.  ing  school.” 

The  meetings,  held  in  Simpson,  Lee,  Burdine  of  the  HMB  told  the  group 
Scott  and  Grenada /Yalobusha  As-  that  he  believed  bivocational  pastors 
sociations,  were  led  by  Hollis  Bryant  “have  a  clearer  sense  of  call  because 
of  the  Cooperative  Missions  Depart-  of  the  40  hours  on  that  secular  job.”  He 
ment  staff  Resource  personnel  in-  cited  statistics  that  18  out  of  every  100 

eluded  J.  T.  Burdine  of  the  Home  Mis-  "  -  . . 

sion  Board,  and  Bob  Johnson  of  Mid¬ 
western  Seminary,  formerly  with 
Seminary  Extension. 

Plus  local  bivocational  men  led  in 
song  and  with  testimonies  of  “The 
Joys  and  Frustrations  of  a  Bivoca¬ 
tional  Pastor.” 

At  the  Grenada/ Yalobusha  meeting, 
which  took  place  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Water  Valley,  Buford  Sellers 
gave  his  testimony.  Pastor  of  Oakland 
Baptist  Church  for  nearly  14  years, 

Sellers  is  also  principal  at  Coffeeville 
school. 

Holding  down  a  secular  job,  said  Sel¬ 
lers,  “I  have  a  lot  more  contact  with 
many  more  people  (uitside  the  church 
than  many  pastors.*  He  added  that 
since  he  has  a  secular  income,  the 
threat  of  being  fired  by  any  irate 


JAMES  ROBISON  JACK  TAYLOR  JAMES  T.  DRAPER  ADRIAN  ROGERS 


October  11-13 
1979 


Home  Missions 
Experience 

The  “Home  Missions 
Experience”  begins  next 
week,  and  runs  Oct.  1-4  at 
Mississippi  College  in  Clin¬ 
ton. 

It  will  feature  a  number 
of  home  missionaries  in 
workshop  sessions  during 
the  days,  and  as  speakers 
during  the  evenings. 

Included  will  be  a 
dramatic  presentation  and 
a  musical  both  written  by 
Ed  Seabough  of  the  HMB 
staff,  i 

Local  choirs  will  offer 
music  and  the  public  is  in¬ 
vited  to  the  entire  prog¬ 
ram. 


Bible  Conference 

Dauphin  Way  Baptist  Church 
Mobile,  Alabama  | 


tist  seminary. 

"We  are  trying  to  reach  out  through 
seminary  extension  through  corres¬ 
pondence  or  classes,”  he  said.  He  said 
there  is  a  need  for  training  and  matur¬ 
ing  that  seminary  extension  can  aid. 

"A  lot  of  dynamic  things  take  place 
when  we  sit  down  together  to  learn,” 
he  said.  Johnson  called  these  times 
“aha”  moments. 


For  details  write:  Dauphin 
Way  Baptist  Church,  Dauphin 
at  Ann,  Mobile,  Al.  36601  or 
call  205/433-1567. 
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Editorials 

Inseparably  linked  .  .  . 

The  convention,  the  Cooperative  Program 


October  is  Cooperative  Program 
month  far  Southern  Baptists,  and  Nov. 
13  to  15  are  the  dates  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  In  many  ways  the 
two  are  inseparably  linked  together. 

It  la  true  that  the  state  convention 
was  organized  in  1836,  and  the 
Cooperative  Program  did  not  come 
into  existence  until  1925.  The  common 
bond  of  the  two  is  missions. 

The  state  convention  exists  as  a  way 
to  carry  out  missions  endeavors.  The 
Cooperative  Program  exists  as  a  way 
to  finance  missions.  Both  point  to  the 
Great  Commission  as  the  reason  for 
their  being. 

Mississippi  Baptists  organized  into  a 
convention  before  there  was  a  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  which  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1846.  For  a  Texan,  it  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  note  that  in  the  year  that 
Texas  won  its  independence  from 
Mexico  there  were  already  enough 
Baptists  in  Mississippi  to  establish  a 
convention  organization  that  has  con¬ 
tinued  until  this  day.  Now  we  are  about 
to  have  our  144th  convention  session 

Baptists  long  ago  discovered  the 


'GOD  TELL*  THE  NUMBER,  OF  THE  6TAK.6;  HE  CALI*  THEM 
ALL  BY  THEIR  NAME*  GREAT  \6  OUR  LORD,  AND  OF  GREAT 
POWER :HI6  UNDERSTANDING  1 6  INFINITE.  "~PSA M7-A5 
ASTRONOMER*  NOW  BELIEVE  THERF  ARE  700  BILLION 
BILLION  6ALAXIEG  OF  GTABG  (ONE  GALAXY  I 5  A  LAR6E 


SYSTEM  OF  STAR* 


Faces  And  Places 

By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Registration  procedures 


All  should  exercise  care 


Last  June  the  messengers  to  the  Three  interim  pastors  and  their  wives 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Hous-  registered  from  the  churches  they 
ton  asked  Convention  Registration  were  serving,  but  they  weren’t  mem- 
Secretary  Lee  Porter  to  investigate  bers  of  those  churches.  In  addition 
the  registration  of  messengers  to  the  there  were  39  churches  from  which 
convention.  There  had  been  quite  a  members  went  and  registered  as  mes- 
political  campaign  mounted,  and  sengers  when  they  had  not  been 
many  messengers  evidently  wondered  elected  by  those  churches.  Thirty-one 
if  it  had  affected  the  registration.  In-  of  those  who  so  registered  were  de- 
deed,  it  became  apparent  that  one  of  nominational  workers, 
the  leaders  of  the  cairipaign  had  not  Five  foreign  missionaries  regis- 
been  a  member  of  the  church  that  tered  without  being  elected  as  mes- 
named  him  as  a  messenger.  sengers. 

_  Porter’s  report  was  made  to  the  Ex- 

But  flas.  he  w»  not  the  only  on*.*  ecutiv*  Comtoittbe  during  its  Sep- 


Hurricane  Frederic 


A  long  time  in  forgetting 


Associate  Editor  Tim  Nicholas  and  I 
drove  to  Pascagoula  on  Thursday  fol¬ 
lowing  Hurricane  Frederic  on  Wed¬ 
nesday.  We  moved  into  a  world  of  al¬ 
most  total  darkness,  for  it  was  about  10 
p.m.  when  we  arrived;  and  there  was 
no  electric  service. 

The  only  oasis  of  light,  al most,  in  the 
city  came  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Unit,  which  was  using 
its  own  generator.  Nearby,  the  Singing 
River  Hospital  also  had  emergency 
lights.  Other  than  that  —  darkness. 

Friday  morning  revealed  an  area  in 
which  almost  every  building  had  some 
damage.  We  were  mostly  interested  in 
churches  and  homes  of  Baptists  in  our 
limited  time  for  checking,  but  it 
seemed  apparent  immediately  that 
almost  every  business  in  the  city  had 
major  damage  That  affects  the  in¬ 
come  of  the  residents,  of  course.  Some 
buildings  with  wide  spans  covering 
their  floor  space  were  destroyed. 
Others  were  damaged  beyond  use  for 
some  time. 

Almost  every  home  had  some  kind  of 
damage,  but  we  saw  only  a  few  that 
were  ruined.  Time  after  time  residents 
said  to  us,  ‘‘The  Lord  laid  that  tree 
down  so  that  it  just  missed  my  house." 
Clark  McMurray,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  had  a  tree  lying  on  his 
roof;  but  when  I  last  talked  with  him  he 
had  hopes  that  it  could  be  removed 


M _ _  _  >  «•  •  ■  .  1  _ .  .  ,  I »  VSI  •  v ,  A  uvn  i  IUIU "  w  HU*  ttvimvi  uu>v  via  him  JVM  iivai  wiv  f  VI\.v  VI 

Campers  on  Mission  organization  was  Both  Pass  Road  and  Fu*t  Church,  done  t0  her  feet  and  ,egs  the  real  person  underneath, 

also  expected  to  move  into  the  area  Biloxi  had  about  $40  000  in  damage.  It  ripped  all  the  way  through  the  gas  what  does  this  mean  to  me?  First,  I 
wHh  assistance^  Most  of  what  is  Fin*  Church  Pastor  Frank  Gunn  sus-  tank  an  the  gas0line  (not  so  expensive  can  take  two  looks  at  those  enticing 

needed,  Webb  said,  is  cleaning  up  the  tained  about  $6  000  in  damagesto  his  then)  poured  out  on  the  highway.  I  temptations  before  I  succumb  to  them! 

debris  around  the  homes  of  the  elderly  Iwme  C^a^urch  had  $8,000,  Bel  managed  to  guide  the  car  off  the  second,  I  can  try  to  make  myself  a 

and  securing  the  da  maged  church  Aire  had  $20,000,  and  East  Howard  had  pavement  before  we  stopped.  In  fear  of  person  who  is  the  same  outwardly  and 

in  ding  agamst  further  damage.  an  explosion  we  all  jumped  out  and  got  inwardly.  There’s  an  old-fashioned 

inSrjS  !T  ,  W,hUC  hf"  h“  h?"  TV**?  "??  away  from  the  car.  But  I  know  the  saying,  “What  is  in  the  well  of  your 

loads  of  food  and  clothes  Webb  said,  fund  raising  effort  initiated,  the  ^  must  have  teen  looking  out  for  heart  up  in  the  bucket  of  3 

The  need  is  more  for  food  than  clothes,  greatest  need  is  for  money.  Money  will  Us,  because  the  explosion  did  not  mouth.” 

because  few  lost  their  clothes.  The  take  care  of  needs  such  as  physical _  _ 

food  need  seems  to  be  abating,  but  damage  and  food.  Those  who  are  in-  „  f  s 

there  could  be  some  need  still  present,  terested  in  making  donations  might  Clrtnrkor  _  T  nnnnr/ifnir) 

he  indicated.  This  was  another  item  to  send  them  directly  to  the  associations,  'VLH/l/c/  KjUUfJxil  till  Ue  1  rOgrUTU 

be  determined  at  the  pastors’  confer-  or  they  could  send  them  to  the  offices 

ence.  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  lYf th 

Those  church  groups  responding  Board.  The  checks  sent  to  the  board  - 

with  food  were  First  Church,  Car-  offices  should  be  clearly  designated  so 

riere;  Grace  Memorial,  Picayune;  a  that  there  could  be  no  mistake  about  October  is  prayer  time  for  the  ministries  supported  through  the  Cooperative 

group  from  Columbia;  Ephesus  the  use  of  the  money  and  what  area  it  is  Program.  Also,  we  need  to  make  known  the  tremendous  impact  in  the  world 

Church,  Forest;  and  Lowndes  County  to  be  sent  to.  today.  You  would  have  to  take  more  than  30  special  offerings  each  year  to 

Association.  There  was  some  amount  of  wind  accomplish  what  the  Cooperative  Program  is  doing.  It’s  a  unique  plan,  blessed  of 

Over  in  Gulf  Coast  Association,  Di-  damage  at  both  William  Carey  College  and  has  brought  blessings  to  people  in  94  countries,  plus  our  nation,  state, 
rector  of  Missions  Sam  Turner  said  in  Hattiesburg  and  at  Clarke  College  in  and  community.  The  Cooperative  Program  is  our  pipeline  to  the  world, 
damage  would  run  higher  than  he  had  Newton.  Both  colleges  suspended  (January-August  1979) 

first  expected.  He  now  expects  the  classes  on  the  day  following  the  hur-  l*5  Churches  gave  nothing  in  1978  or  1979  through  the  Cooperative  Program 

total  to  be  close  to  $250 ,000;  but  most  of  ricane.  At  Carey  there  were  some  win-  50  Churches  gave  in  1978  but  nothing  thus  far  in  1979  % 

the  churches,  losses  will  be  covered  by  dows  out  in  dorms  and  some  damage  396  Churches  gave  lest  in  1979'than  in  previous 


year 

1,265  Churches  gave  more  in  1979  than  in  previous  year 
56  Churches  gave  the  same  amount  both  years 
63  Churches  gave  nothing  in  1978  but  are  now  contributing 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


great.” 

The  people  of  our  area  are  bouncing 
back  to  normalcy  now,  but  I  am  sure 
that  many  wj^l  remember  looking  up 
after  being  served  to  see  overhead 
“Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Unit.” 
Allen  D.  Webb 
Director  of  Missions 
Jackson  Association 


in  your  leadership  role  and  in  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  support.  Dr.  Dilday  and 
the  rest  of  the  Southwestern  family 
commit  our  best  to  bear  fruit  that  is 
eternal  through  the  preparing  of  God- 
called  men  and  women  for  the  minis¬ 
try.  Pray  for  us. 

Lloyd  Elder 

Executive  Vice-President 

Southwestern  Seminary 
The  scholarship  "figure  is 
M26.  -Editor 


Disaster  Unit  — 

Tremendous 

Editor: 

Leila  Mae  and  I  drove  back  home 
from  Jackson  after  the  hurricane,  not 
expecting  to  find  anything  left  of  our 
home.  We  were  overjoyed  to  find  that 
the  damage  was  only  minor  in  nature.  . 

The  next  thing  that  brought  real  joy  Fruit  that  is  Eternal 
was  when  we  saw  the  operation  of  our  _  . 

Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Unit.  It  „ 
was  very  significant  that  Rusty  Griffin  southwestern  has  had  am 
and  his  volunteers  were  on  the  spot  of  unprecedented  enrolimen 
serving  meals  from  one  to  two  days  compared  to  3,447  last  Fal 
before  any  other  agency  was  in  opera-  awes?me  °PP°rtur 

tion.  It  gave  evidence  of  real  training  In  .•“*  another  way  we 
and  efficiency.  We  were  there  when  "™fucatJn*  *•  eac*‘  studei 
the  need  was  the  greatest  to  serve,  the  y**7n?"  Southern  Baptists 
hungry  when  food  was  not  available  ^  in  orJhar  theological 
elsewhere.  The  enclosed  void  bill  gives j 

When  the  disaster  unit  was  dedi-  tual  copy  of  the  average  Co 
cated,  I  thought,  "That  is  a  nice  idea,"  Program  “scholarship’'  to 
but  when  1  saw  it  in  operation  in  a  dis-  .... 

aster  area,  I  said  “Thank  God,  this  is  May  th€  Lord  continue  to  | 
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Revivals 

Silver  Springs,  Progress  (Pike): 
Oct.  7-12;  services  at  7:30  p.m.;  Bob 
Mounts,  First  Church,  Louisville, 
evangelist;  James  M.  Thornhill, 
Silver  Springs  pastor,  song  leader. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 


Calvary  Church,  Route  4,  Forest, 
will  have  homecoming  Sept.  30. 


'‘Internationally  known  specialist! ” 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


FURNITURE  &  EQUIPMENT 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
Educational  •  Recreational 
Pews  Upholstered  or  Cushioned 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
924-1717  Box  920  Clinton,  MS. 


Homecoming 


LANNING  TO  BUILD 


Church,  Wayne 

Wahalak  Church,  Kemper  County,  County,  on  Sunday 

has  entered  into  a  building  program  to  Boggan  ™  afternoon,  Sept.  23. 
construct  a  new  church.  The  original  The  retirement,  ef- 

Wahalak  Baptist  Church  was  or-  fective  Sept.  30,  is  for  health  reasons, 
ganized  around  1834,  and  re-organized  Boggan  has  been  director  of  mis- 
in  1945  after  several  years  of  being  in-  sions  for  Wayne  and  Clarke  Counties 
active.  In  1840,  it  was  the  site  of  the  since  1970.  Before  then  he  had  been  di¬ 
state  Baptist  convention  meeting.  The  rector  of  missions  for  Wayne  and 
old  church  building  burned  in  1953,  and  Greene,  and  also  for  George  Associa- 
since  that  time  an  abandoned  tion. 

schoolhouse  has  been  used.  The  From  1948  to  1965  he  was  general 
church  has  60  members  and  an  aver-  missionary  to  Indians  of  Oklahoma 
age  Sunday  morning  attendance  of  under  the  Home  Mission  Board,  SBC. 
30.  O.  P.  Moore  is  interim  pastor.  A  native  of  Mendenhall,  he  was  or- 

gained  by  the  Macedonia  Church, 
tube*  .  .  Simpson  County.  He  graduated  from 

FJrff’  N'  C  '®PI  “  *  pinola  High  School,  John  Brown  Uni- 
8100, 000  challenge  grant  has  been  versity  at  siloazn  Springs,  Ark.,  and 
awarded  to  Southeastern  Seminary  southwestern  Seminary  Fort  Worth, 
Funds  will  be  used  to  renovate  Lea  Tex.  He  attended  Chaplain  School, 
Laboratqry,  an  historic  building  on  the  Harvard  University 
seminary  campus^ Built  in  1888,  Lea  During  World  War  II  he  was  a  chap- 
Laboratory  was  the  first  building  de-  lain  for  two  He  received 

voted  exclusively  to  the  study  of  sci-  Battle  Stars  and  a  Bronze  Star  for 
ence  on  a  college  campus  in  the  south-  Meritorious  Service  in  connection  with 
eastern  United  States  Located  on  the  military  operations  in  France 

ormer  campus  of  Wake  Forest  Col-  gium,  Luxembourg,  and  Germany, 
eg®’  “  “  as  an  unusually  He  is  married  to  the  former  WUma 

ear  y  and  scholarly  example  of  Coto-  Albritton  of  D’Lo.  They  have  four  chil- 
mal  Revival  architecture  and  is  listed  dren 


Stonewall  Church  in  Simpson 
County  will  celebrate  homecoming 
day  on  Sunday,  Sept.  30.  Troy  Grubbs, 
pastor,  Jupiter  Church,  Simpson 
County,  will  preach  at  the  morning 
service.  Lunch  will  be  served  at  the 
church,  followed  by  a  song  service  in 
the  afternoon.  Bobby  Jones  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 


ATTENDANCE  RECORDS  for  Sunday  School  and  Church  Training  ware 
ZION  CHURCH,  Columbus,  on  Aug.  19.  Shown  are  (left)  Ron  Colburn  Chi 
ing  director,  and  (right)  Gary  Chism.  Sunday  School  director  The  high  i 
emphasis  began,  a  revival  that  resulted  in  77  PROFESSIONS  OF  FAITH 
other  decisions.  The  church  is  located  in  New  Hope  community,  east  of  I 
The  pastor  is  Ray  Hill.  7 


We  offer  en  entire  line  of  building 
servicee: 

V  —  complete  planning  &  design 
—  financial  arranging 


INTERSTATE  CHURCH  BUILDERS  is  daterminad 

to  gat  you  tha  moat  building  for  ttia  laast  dollars 
and  still  use  quality  materials  and  workmanship. 


Harvest  Day 

Wiggins  Church,  Leake  County,  will 
observe  Harvest  Day  Oct.  7 ,  with  regu¬ 
lar  services  and  lunch  at  the  church  at 
noon.  The  Rosetones  will  sing  during 
the  afternoon.  Carlton  Jones  is  pastor. 


Interstate  Church  Builders, 
Inc. 

616  Williamson  Rd.,  Montgomery.  Ala. 
(205)  277-6466 


EASTVIEW  CHURCH.  LAUREL  had 


a  note-burning  ceremony  Aug.  26  to  celebrate 
pay-off  of  the  church  debt  This  was  followed  by  a  covered-dish  luncheon  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  Left  to  right:  Charles  Taylor;  Danny  Henderson,  pastor;  Troy  Wal¬ 
ters;  and  E.  J.  Kirkland. 


Truth,  a  group  of  16  professional 
musicians,  will  be  in  full  concert  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  on  Oct.  5  from 
10:30  p.m.  until  12  midnight  after  foot¬ 
ball  games  in  the  city. 


Bowlin  Church,  Attala  County,  will 
dedicate  a  new  Baldwin  piano  on  Sept. 
30  at  the  11  a.m.  worship  hour. 

The  piano  was  bought  above  regular 
budget  offerings.  This  was  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  a  special  piano  fund  provided 
by  members,  former  members,  and 
friends  of  the  church. 

September  30  will  also  be  Building 
Fund  Day  at  Bowlin.  Guest  singers 
will  be  the  Ladies’  Trio  from  Second 
Church,  Kosciusko. 

Bowlin  Church  recently  dedicated  a 
new  education  building,  36  x  44  feet,  of 
heavy  metal  construction.  The  facility 
provides  nursery,  classrooms, 
kitchen,  bathrooms,  and  fellowship 
hall.  The  original  indebtedness  was 
824.000.  This  has  been  reduced  to  less 
than  810,000,  since  Dec.  1,  1978.  Con¬ 
struction  was  completed  in  the  spring 
of  1979. 

Walter  Hines,  pastor,  says  that  what 
has  been  accomplished  at  Bowlin  in 
the  past  three  years  “is  not  the  work  of 
man  altogether.  While  God  uses  men, 
He  must  receive  all  credit  and  glory. 
Truly,  what  has  happened  is  positive 
proof  that  Bowlin  is  the  church  that 
‘refused  to  die.’  ” 


RULEVILLE  CHURCH  dedicated  a  new  15-passenger  1979 Dodge  van  on  Aug.  12. 
The  vehicle  was  bought  for  810,544.  The  pastor,  A  M  Moore.  Ill,  says  it  will  be  used  in 
youth,  education,  and  outreach  ministries. 


Brooksville  Church  will  observe 
Homecoming  on  Sunday,  Sept.  30.  The 
speaker  will  be  Carey  Cox,  who  was 
pastor  of  the  church  in  1935.  Barbecue 
held  and  ribbons  awarded.  On  Sunday  with  all  the  trimmings  will  be  served 
evening,  Oct.  14,  a  special  worship,  at  the  church  at  noon.  An  associational 
featuring  Sam  Gore,  Professor  of  Art  hymn  sing  will  be  held  at  3  p.m. 
at  Mississippi  College,  will  be  held  in  Former  pastors  and  members  are  in- 
the  sanctuary.  vited. 


Christian  Religious  Art  Show  Poplar 
Springs  Drivq  Church  Meridian  is 
sponsoring  a  religious  art  show  Oct. 
14-19'  in  its  Christian  Life  Center. 
Categories  include  art  from  grades 
1-6,  7-12,  and  adult.  Judging  will  be 


JOhN  MaCaRTHUR/ZONdERUaN 


Available  at  your  Baptist  Book  Stores 


First  Baptist  Church  Of  StarkviHc' 

Invites  Your 

Indication  Of  Interest  To 
$700,000.00 

Of  First  Mortgage  Bonds  To  BeTssued  By 
^  First  Baptist  Churchy 

106  East  Lampkin  St. 

Starkville,  Miss. 

Anticipated  Issue  Date:  October  1, 1979 
Interest  Rate  will  be  Set  at 
10%  Per  Annum 


Church  in  Severna,  MD,  is  pictured  as 
he  signs  the  Statement  of  Religious  Be¬ 
liefs  at  the  62nd  annual  Convocation  of 
the  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Dorr,  a 
native  of  Sardis,  Miss.,  participated  in 
the  traditional  signing  ceremony 
along  with  four  other  professors  who 
have  been  called  into  service  within 
the  last  year.  —  (N.O.B.T.S.  Photo  by 
Jimmy  McFatter) 

Mrs.  Doris  E.  Posey  of  Yazoo  City, 
member  of  Center  Ridge  Church,  has 
again  joined  the  Mission  Service 
Corps,  to  go  to  Israel  for  a  year.  Her 
assignment  will  be  that  of  a  cook  for 
Baptist  Village  at  Central  Sharon,  Is¬ 
rael. 

Her  room  and  board  and  local  trans¬ 
portation  will  be  provided  by  Baptist 
Village.  Her  transportation  and  inci¬ 
dental  expenses  of  82,165.50  will  come 
from  undesignated  Mission  Service 
Corps  gifts. 

This  is  the  second  volunteer  mission 
assignment  that  Mrs.  Posey  has  had. 

Last  year  she  worked  for  a  short  time 
at  the  European  Baptist  seminary  in 
Switzerland.  She  plans  to  arrive  in  Is¬ 
rael  Oct.  1. 

25th  Anniversary 

Parkview  Ckurch,  Leland,  will 
celebrate  its  25th  anniversary  and 

homecoming  Sunday,  Sept.  30.  A  pastor  there  fofeight  years  during 
former  pastor,  Jimmy  Irving,  will  which  time  Shady  Grove  celebrated  its 
preach  at  11  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served  100th  anniversary.  This  service  will  be 
in  the  fellowship  hall.  The  Stokes  Trio  followed  by  dinner-on-the-grounds. 
from  Greenville  will  sing  in  the  after-  Afternoon  plans  include  singing  and 
former  pastor  of  the  Severna  Park  noon.  Billy  Purser  is  pastor.  the  dedication  of  a  new  piano  and 

organ  speaker. 


production  services  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission.  He  has  more  than  30  years  of 
experience  in  telecommunications  for 
the  SBC. 

Georgia  native  Thomas  A.  Kinchen 
has  been  named  as  administrative  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  executive  vice  president 
of  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary. 

Kinchen,  who  is  from  Thomasville, 
Ga.,  will  serve  primarily  as  church 
work  consultant  in  the  public  relations 
office  of  the  Seminary.  He  will  be  deal¬ 
ing  with  churches  which  submit  re¬ 
quests  for  names  of  students  and 
alumni  for  consideration  for  church 
staff  positions.  Other  responsibilities 
will  include  public  relations  and  stu¬ 
dent  recruitment  duties. 

Kinchen  replaced  Eddie  Gandy,  who 
resigned  to  become  pastor  of  the 
Stephendale  Baptist  Church,  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 


To  mature  serially  through  Fifteen  (15)  years  —  Denominations  of 
85,000  ;  81,000  ;  8500;  8250  ;  8100. 

This  church,  a  member  of  the  Oktibbeha  County  Baptist  Association, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  is 
constructing  an  Education-Music  Building.  The  estimated  value  of  the 
collateral  securing  these  bonds  will  be  in  excess  of  83,000,000. 

SUBJECT  TO  PRIOR  SALE 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer 
to  buy.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 

CONTACT 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
106  East  Lampkin  St. 

Starkville,  Miss. 

Telephone  (601)  323-5633  or  323- 1 959 


Shady  Grove 
Will  Celebrate 
125th  Year 


Live  In  Concert 


First  Baptist  Church 
Crystal  Springs 

Only  Minutes  Away  by  Expressway 


PEW  CUSHIONS 
Quality,  Comfort  and  beauty. 
We  believe  we  can 
save  your  church  money. 

3  weeks  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
For  free  estimate  contact: 

Eugene  Hughes 

Route  2.  Box  159A 
Gurdon,  Ark.  71743 
Ph.  (501)  353-6556 


Carol  Vogel  of  tmmmmmmm 
Petal  Harvey 
Church.  Petal, 

Miss  ,  was  among  JBk 

participants  in  MHIB! 

Bible  drill  during  M  fl 

the  Church  Train-  3s  J||| 

ing  Leadership/  ||||  '■Hj 

Youth  Conference  1  ma 

at  Glorieta  Baptist  Vogel 
Conference  Center,  in  New  Mexico, 
July  28- Aug.  3.  Carol  was  the  winner  of 
the  Mississippi  Bibiedrill  competition. 


the  BSU  committee  to  dispose  of  the 
old  center  and  to  let  the  contract  for 
the  new  BSU  Center  at  Delta  State 
University. 

Davis  attended  Clarke  and  Blue 
Mountain  colleges. 


Frank  Harmon  is  new  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Purvis.  Harmon  re¬ 
ceived  his  high  school  education  in 
H|  Meridian.  He  at- 

tended  Mississippi 
College  re- 

ceived  his  Master 
of  Theology  and 
II  Doctor  of  Ministry 
degrees  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 
A  He  moved 

Purvis  from  Mag- 
"W  nolia  Street  Church, 
Laurel-  Harmon  and  his  wife  Nancy 
have  one  daughter,  Betsy,  age  3.  Mrs. 
Harmon  will  teach  in  the  Purvis  school 
system. 


...and 
stumbled 
on  a  , 
morning 

by  Bill  Austin 

One  Baptist  pastor’s 
journey  through  the 
night  of  pain  and 
suffering.  An  inspir¬ 
ing,  true  account 
of  the  sustaining 
power  of  faith. 


Rob  Albright  has  assumed  the  du¬ 
ties  of  minister  of  music  and  youth 
at  First  Church  in  Purvis.  He  re- 
ceived  his  educa- 

Kagnpk  |  tion  in  music  from 
Midwestern  Uni- 
..mIL  ^  ■  versity,  Wichita 

■  New  Organs  Semi- 
H  ■  nary.  He  goes  to 

g-Lf *"  Purvis  from  Calv 
H  afy  Church,  in  Co- 
lumbus.  Albright 
Albright  and  his  wife  Jean¬ 
ette  have  one  daughter,  Marci. 


Bis  the  new  minister  of 
youth  at  Trinity  Church, 
noved  there  from  Crest- 
:h,  Jackson.  He  and  his 
irmer  Debbie  Power  of 
Pearl .  He  has  served  sev¬ 
eral  churches  in  the  last  nine  years, 
among  them  Sherman,  Springdale, 
Ripley,  and  Gallman. 


S.  W.  Davis,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Gunru- 
son  Church,  has  resigned  to  accept  the 
call  of  Springdale  Church,  West,  in  At¬ 
tala  Association.  He  has  served 
churches  in  the  Bolivar  Association  for 
the  past  six  years,  and  is  presently 
Brotherhood  Director  of  the  Bolivar 

Association.  . 

While  in  Bolivar,  Davis  served  on 


IMHHM 


Leland  Webb 
Named  Editor 
Of  Commission 


- Devotional - - 

One  Pearl  Of  Great  Price 


not  formed  mechanically  but  vit¬ 
ally. 

The  church  is  formed  because  of  an 
injury  to  Christ,  as  is  formed  vit¬ 
ally. 

4.  The  pearl  drains  its  substance  from 
the  oyster,  never  to  be  restored. 
We,  as  a  church,  drain  our  sub¬ 
stance  from  the  Lord,  and  we  can’t 
repay  Him. 

Among  the  things  He  gave  up,  or 
sold,  was  his  riches.  II  Cor.  8:9  —  For 
ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that,  though  he  was  rich,  yetfor 
your  sakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye 
through  his  poverty  might  be  rich. 

The  New  Testament  does  not  say 
Christ  lived  for  us,  or  thirsted  for  us,  or 
became  weary  or  was  tempted  for  us. 
Although  all  this  is  true,  it  repeatedly 
says  he  died  for  us.  To  be  more  preojse 
he  died  for  our  sins. 

To  us  it  is  come  and  get. 

To  Christ  come  and  give.  >  , 

It  is  my  prayer,  and  I’m  sure  fhe 
prayer  of  all  Christian  people,  that  we 
can  feel  we  might  repay  a  small  token, 
by  spreading  the  gospel  to  some  lost/ 
soul.  That’s  the  Pearl  of  GREAT 
PRICE. 


By  B.  Z.  Byrd,  Pastor 
Clear  Creek  Church,  Wayne  County  \ 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Leland  F. 

Webb,  15-year  veteran  of  The  Com-  T "5  merc,*ant  man  is  Christ.  He 
mission  magazine  staff,  has  been  found  one  (the  church)  of  great 
named  editor-designate  of  the  South-  pnce’  and  80,(1  ^  8lory  in  Heaven  to 
era  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  purchase  us.  There 

monthly  publication.  are  some  things  of 

Webb,  managing  editor  since  1970,  great  importance  to 

will  assume  full  editorship  Feb.  1, 1980.  consider  here, 

following  the  retirement  of  long-time  1-  There  is  only  one 

editor  Floyd  H.  North,  according  to  goodly  pearl. 

Thomas  W.  Hill,  communications  de-  This  means  of 

partment  secretary.  North,  65,  came  fine  quality  and 

to  the  board  in  1957  and  has  edited  the  ^B  ^B  unique.  There  is 
publication  for  the  last  20  years.  nothing  else  like 

Webb,  47,  said  The  Commission  will  Byrd  it. 

“continue  to  try  to  serve  the  audiences  2.  It  is  not  compared  to  a  diamond  that 
we  have  with  greater  currency,  deal¬ 
ing  with  subjects  of  current  interest.” 

The  magazine’s  goal,  he  noted,  is  for 
each  issue  to  contain  something  0f  in¬ 
terest  for  every  reader,  aiming  at  a 
variety  of  topics. 

A  native  of  McAlester,  Okla.,  Webb 
is  a  graduate  of  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University,  Shawnee.  He  received  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  South¬ 
western  Seminary. 

Before  joining  The  Commission  staff 
as  production  editor  in  1964,  he  was 
assistant  editor  of  the  Baptist 
Mesenger,  weekly  paper  of  Oklahoma 
Baptists. 


Gulfshore 

/  went  last  week  to  Gulfshore, 

And  1  spent  some  time  m  prayer 
I  had  lost  some  enthusiasm, 

And  I  really  found  it  there. 

We  worshipped,  and  we  sang, 

And  we  went  to  classes,  too. 

And  toe  studied  the  word  of  God 
Because  we  know  it’s  true. 

There  were  blue  skies  and  white 
sands, 

And  friendly  voices  talking. 
Exercise  is  good  for  us, 

So  we  spent  our  spare  time  walking. 

1  needed  rejuvenation. 

And  1  truly  found  it,  too. 

Why  don’t  you  take  a  trip  there ’ 

It  could  do  the  same  for  you. 

Madge  Gill 


September 

Haze  hangs  heavy  in  the  hollows 
heady  grapes  fall  purple 
from  the  vines 

crepe  myrtle  carpets  the  bare  earth 
pungent  pale  althea 
turns  to  wine 

sumac  blazing  crimson  by  the 
roadways 

butterflies  pirouetting  in  the  sun 
God’s  ethereal  palette  turns  to  flame 
all  these  simple  composites 
say  it’s  September  again 

—Helen  Flechs  Monroe 

God's  Glory 

Once  l  stood  —  upon  a  hill  ^ 

And  Watched  the  sun  go  down. 

The  aurora  flamed  across  the  sky 
In  tones  of  green  and  kins  of  brown. 

Distant  purple  mountains  tinged  with 
gold — 

At  their  feet  the  sunlit  lake  of  old 
The  colors  fade,  and  one  last  gleam 
Speaks  of  God’s  handiwork  supreme. 

The  shadows  creep  across  the  vale, 
Changing  the  hues  to  one. 

God  in  His  glory  reviews 

His  work  in  the  setting  of  the  sun. 

-Cleone  W.  Langley 


I  hswu  an  autumn  rendezvous; 

Tha  lanes  of  brown  and  gold  are  kind 
They  know  I’m  only  passing  through 
Until  in  sharp  relief  I  find 


The  old  house  place  where  chimney 
rocks, 

A  myrtle  tree,  some  bits  of  hedge 
Seam  all  that’s  left  til  cloistered  spot 
And  cardinal  bright  upon  a  ledge 


Beautiful  Are  They 

Beautiful  faces  are  they  that  wear 
The  light  of  a  pleasant  spirit  there; 
Beautiful  hands  are  they  that  do 
Deeds  that  are  noble,  good,  and  true, 
Beautiful  feet  are  they  that  go 
Swiftly  to  lighten  another's  woe. 

— McGuffey’s  Second  Reader. 


Good  News 

Out  of  darkness  into  marvelous  light; 
Blindness  healed  into  glorious  sight; 
The  Gospel  of  Christ  revealed  to  me 
Richly  and  mercifully  that  I  might  see 
— Sarah  Peugh 


Mississippians  Among 
32  US-2  Missionaries 


Guerrillas  Close  Bapt: 
School  In  Rhodesia 


Witnessing  By  Dying 


Visions  Of  The  Heavenly  Kingd  om 


By  w,  I  bom  as  Baddley  pians)  about  Jesus. 

First  Church,  Brandon  Until  God  called  him  to  heaven,  Paul 

Philippi  ana  1:1936;  looked  ahead  to  further  earthly  minis- 

II  Timothy  1:11-12;  4:6-8  try.  So,  in  this  letter,  he  anticipates  a 

Much  has  been  made  of  the  final  return,  a  coming  again  to  the  friends 

concert  by  the  late  Elvis  Presley.  His  and  prospects  of  Philippi  And  he  as- 

final  song,  replayed  On  TV  so  many  sured  them  that  when  he  arrived,  he 

times,  begins  with  the  words;  “And  would  have  more  reason  to  glory  in 

now,  the  end  is  near - ”  It  continues  Jesus  Christ. 

until  he  sings  the  title;  "I  Did  It  My  HI.  Confidence  In  Christ 
Way.”  In  light  oY  recently  revealed  in-  <11.  Timothy  1:11-12) 

formation  about  Elvis’  drug  use,  it  The  cause  of  Paul’s  sufferings  is 
would  seem  that  his  way  wasn't  very  plainly  stated  He  was  being  perse- 
pleasant  Paul  asserted  that  though  cuted  because  he  was  a  preacher  of  the 

the  “end  is  near,”  he  had  done  it  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  a  teacher  of 
Christ  s  way;  or  rather  Christ,  him-  the  Gentiles.  Yet,  instead  of  despising 

self,  had  done  it  through  Paul.  the  cause,  he  rejoiced  in  the  suffer- 

I.  Triumphant  Witnessing  Among  ings.  “I  am  not  ashamed,”  he  proc- 
Dtfflcaities  (Philip plans  1:1843)  laimed,  because  “1  know  whom  I  have 
Paul  was  concerned  about  facing  his  believed.” 
ordeal  He  doesn  t  seem  to  have  any  Paul’s  confidence  and  trust  was  not 
real  feeling  of  how  it  would  turn  out  -  placed  in  facts  he  had  studied  and 
release  from  prison  or  execution  In-  learned.  Paul  placed  his  confidence  in 
stead,  he  looked  for  “deliverance”  in  a  person  that  he  knew  personally.  To 
its  fullest  meaning,  whatever  the  out-  this  point,  Christ  had  proved  trustwor- 
.  thy  in  sustaining  Paul,  helping  him, 

Though  he  was  in  a  difficult  position,  keeping  him,  and  Paul  wasnot  about  to 
Paul’s  concern  was  not  for  his  own  quit  now. 

physical  well-being,  but  rather  he  ex-  “I  am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to 
pressed  a  strong  desire  that  his  every  keep  that  which  I’ve  committed  unto 
act  and  word  would  continue  to  “mag-  him  against  that  day.”  Paul  had  com- 
nify  Christ  boldly."  This  was  the  same  mitted  his  earthly  life  to  the  service  of 
goal  toward  which  he  had  set  his  Christ  and  trusted  Jesus  to  continue  it 
course  since  his  conversion  on  the  road  as  long  as  God  desired.  He  had  also 
to  Damascus.  Paul ’s  fate  as  a  man  was  committed  his  eternal  life  to  Jesus  by 

of  secondary  concern.  He  wanted  to  faith  and  was  trusting  him  to  keep 
honor  Christ  “whether  it  be  by  life  or  Paul  as  a  part  of  the  Heavenly  King- 

by  death  (v.  20). ”  dom  here  on  earth  until  God’s  time  to 

Paul  did  not  fear  death,  nor  did  he  “transfer”  him  to  the  heavenly  realm, 

seek  escape  from  life’s  hardships  via  Paul’s  belief  in  Christ  had  been 
0  “*m’  death was  the  gateway  tested  by  experience  and  he  continued 
to  a  fuller  existence  than  the  full  life  he  to  trust  God’s  ability  to  safeguard 
had  already  known  in  Christ.  If  he  Paul’s  investment  of  his  life  and  ener- 
should  die,  Paul  knew  he  would  ex-  gies. 

perience  heightened  life  because  he  IV.  Sealing  Witness  With  Martyrdom 
would  be  with  Jesus.  (II  Timothy  4:64) 

He  admitted  in  verse  23  that  if  he  had  God’s  grace  is  more  than  the  for- 

ihe  choice  of  continuing  life  on  earth  or  giveness  of  sins.  It  is  also  continuing 
continuing  life  with  Christ  through  his  help,  support,  strengthening  and  gui- 
human  death  that  he  would  lean  to-  dance  through  Christians’  earthly 
ward  death.  (The  word  translated  “to  ministries.  In  facing  the  final  ordeal  of 
depart  in  verse  23  was  a  military  pending  execution,  Paul  experienced 
term  that  meant  “to  break  camp  and  God’s  grace  enabling  him  tolook  in  the 
^  TWs  appealed  to  Paul  face  of  death  victoriously.  He  rejoiced 

ILUvmg  Far  Others  in  the  assurance  that  neither  death  nor 

(PhUippiaM  1:8446)  life  could  separate  him  from  God’s 

No  matter  how  enticing  he  found  love 
death  to  be,  Paul  remembered  that  his  These  verses  <  w.  64)  ring  with  fi- 
minfatry  was  “others ’’-centered.  He  nality.  At  last  God  was  redirecting 
was  sent  not  for  his  own  personal  com-  Paul.  The  ministry  through  Paul’s 
fort,  but  to  tell  others  ( like  the  Philip-  body  to  the  Gentiles  was  over.  Now,  his 


‘  spiritual  children’  ’  would  carry  it  on,  By  Ed  North,  First,  Quitman 

for  Paul  was  near  the  end  of  earthly  Daniel  74;  Revelation  4 

life.  "I  am  ready.”  What  glorious  Perhaps  the  initial  appeal  of  Daniel 
words !  Can  you  say  them?  and  Revelation  is  to  the  child  within  us 

“I  have  fought  a  good  fight.  I  have  —  the  special  delight  of  knowing  and 
finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  sharing  a  secret.  When  I  was  a  boy  I 
faith."  These  equally  important  saved  cereal  box  tops  to  send  in  for  a 
statements  humble  and  challenge  us.  Super  Spy  Decoder  Ring.  With  this 
Many  have  prepared  for  the  end  of  life  ring  1  could  send  secret  messages  to 
by  trusting  Christ  for  forgiveness  of  my  playmates  who  were  similarly 
sins.  The  gift  of  eternal  life  is  secured,  equipped,  and  decode  any  item  tlfey 
But,  how  many  have  turned  their  lives  sent  to  me.  No  one  else  could  under- 
obediently  to  the  Lordship  of  Christ  —  stand  our  correspondence.  Children 
fighting  the  fight  well,  running  on  the  are  enamored  of  this  sort  of  thing, 
track  that  Christ  prescribes,  keeping  Careful  study,  however,  soon  reve- 
the  faith,  not  possessively  but  publi-  als  that  Daniel  and  Revelation  have 
cally?  It  is  a  challenge  and  an  inspire-  nothing  to  do  with  child’s  play.  They 
tion.  Let’s  not  just  read  it  and  pass  on  deal  with  the  critical  issues  of  life  and 
to  tomorrow  untouched  by  its  potential  eternity.  Only  the  immature  get 
effect  on  our  lives.  hung-up  on  all  the  “Decoder  Ring”  as- 

Whenever  and  however,  Paul  was  pects  of  the  books.  The  more  mature 
ready  to  seal  his  life  of  incredible  labor  attempt  to  come  to  grips  with  the  basic 
and  sufferings  with  martyrdom,  truths  God  wants  to  convey  through 
Truly,  Paul  “kept  the  faith.”  these  specialized  writings. 

Daniel  and  Revelation  fall  into  the 

category  of  literature  known  as 
.  |  TT  apocalyplhf.  The  word  comes  from  the 

Ujlickasaw  Has  Greek  term  meanin«  “to  unveil"  or 

“reveal.”  The  indication,  therefore,  is 

Seminarv  fVn  that  we  are  intended  to  grasp  the 

OCIIllIldry  denier  truths  set  forth.  In  order  to  do  so,  how- 

a  .  TT  .  ever,  it  is  essential  that  we  understand 

Al  nouston  the  nature  of  apocalyptic  literature. 

The  major  characteristics  of  this  lit- 
Tn6  Cnicnsaw  County  Baptist  As-  erature  are  demonstrated  in  our  scrip- 
sociation  is  sponsoring  a  Seminary  ture  passages.  . 

Extension  Center  in  the  county.  This  is  I.  Visions  and  Raptures 
their  second  year  in  operation.  Last  Daniel’s  dreams  and 
year  they  had  one  semester  with  two  the  vehicles  through  which  God  _ 
courses  offered.  There  were  30  people  municated  his  message  (7:1-2  7  13- 
who  enrolled  in  both  classes.  8:2,  15f).  Similarly,  John  was  “in  the 

This  school  year  they  plan  three  spirit”  (indicating  a  rapture-like 
semesters  with  two  courses  offered  state)  when  God  unveiled  the  gjoriesof 
each  semester.  The  first  semester  heaven  to  him  (4:  If;  see  also  110) 
began  Sept.  4  at  First  Church,  Hous¬ 
ton.  On  the  first  night  32  students  enrol¬ 
led. 

There  were  six  enrolled  in  the  Bible 
course,  “How  to  Understand  the 
Bible.”  The  teacher  for  this  course  is 
Bruce  Cappleman,  pastor,  First 
Church,  Houlka. 

David  Larrimore,  minister  of  music 

for  Calvary  Church,  Tupelo,  is  teach- _ , _ _ _ , 

ing  a  music  class,  “Fundamentals  of  sorts  of  symbols,  are  used  to  transmit 
j**-""*  t  God’s  message.  The  four  great  beasts 

David  Norris,  pastor  of  Bethel  of  Daniel  (7:34)  symbolize  the  four  history 
Church,  is  the  center’s  director.  Be-  gnat  nations  of  the  earth.  These  are  IV.  Purpose  and  Theme 
tore  moving  to  Bethel,  Norris  was  di-  variously  identified,  depending  on  the  The  purpose  of  apocalyptic  litera- 
rector  of  Quitinan  County  Seminary  date  given  the  book.  My  personal  con-  ture  is  often  severely  distorted  and 
Extension  Center  for  four  years  victioos  run  toward  the  Maccabean  twisted.  It  is  reduced  to  a 


a.iau . .  possess  uie  Kingdom  for  ever, 
even  for  ever  and  ever.”  (7: 18).  John 
portrays  the  redeemed  of  all  the  ages 
in  the  glory  of  heaven’s  throne  room 
(chapter  4;  The  intent  is  to  provide 
comfort  and  assurance  to  the  faithful. 

The  grand  theme,  therefore,  is  the 
triumph  of  the  Sovereign  God.  The 
“beasts”  of  the  earth,  under  the  tutel¬ 
age  of  the  “old  dragon”  himself  may 
oppress,  even  slaughter,  the  people  of 
God.  But  God ,  in  and  through  His  Mes¬ 
siah,  will  shatter  the  powers  of  evil 
within  the  context  of  history,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  defeat  those  powers  in  eter¬ 
nity.  The  faithful  will  be  vindicated  in 
their  suffering,  and  will  reign  victori¬ 
ously  with  Him  who  sits  upon  the 
throne  of  time  and  eternity. 

Conclusion 

U  4 .  -  - -  When  the  nature  of 

However,  it  must  be  made  clear  that 
the  historical  context  provides  the  key 
visions  were  to  interpretation.  Too  many  “students  from  the 

com-  of  prophecy”  rush  quickly  into  the  fu-  r _ 

ture  without  so  much  as  a  glance  at  the  humility  , 
past.  The  result  is  radical,  misleading  sitivity  and 
interpretations  of  Scripture. 

_ _ ^  —  • 

heaven  to  him  (4:  If ;  see  also  1:10).  Daniel  sees  the  four  beasts,  repres- 
The  messages  of  apocalyptic  writings  enting  four  nations  of  history,  against 
are  typically  set  in  a  framework  of  vis-  the  background  of  the  ultimate  victory 

ions  and  raptures  experienced  by  the  of  the  “Ancient  of  days,”  “one  like  the 
authors.  The  authors  then  felt  compel-  Son  of  man,”  and  “the  saints  of  the 
led  to  record  what  they  experienced  most  High”  (7:9;  13, 18) .  John  pictures 
(Daniel  7:1;  cf.  Rev.  1:11).  the  struggles  of  persecuted  Christians 

H.  Symbolic  Language  with  the  “beast” of  the  Roman  Empire 

The  basic  language  of  apocalyptic  against  the  backdrop  of  the  ultimate 
literature  is  symbolism.  Extraordi-  victory  of  the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord 
nary  creatures,  animals,  birds,  all  of  Lords  (11: 15).  In  apocalyptic  litera- 
-  -  —  - 1  ture,  therefore,  present  struggles  and  shopper  education 


.  .  apocalyptic  lit¬ 

erature  lsHhderstood  the  writings  be¬ 
come  dear  to  us  all  .  We  are  not  to  flee 
_  —  — !  complexities  of  books  like 
Daniel  and  Revelation.  With  patience 
““--r,  reverence,  spiritual  sen- 
-  ■  J  sound  scholarship  we  are 
to  grasp  the  truths  God  has  for  us. 
Every  Christian  is  meant  to  under- 
repres-  stand  the  “code.” 

‘'I*?*  ,we  all  complain  about 
taxes,  few  of  us  realize  that  the  third 
largest  governmental  expense  is  the 
removal  of  solid  wastes.  Getting  in¬ 
dustry  to  reuse  those  newspapers 
magazines,  and  cartons  can  help.  Al- 
ready,  over  3,000  women’s  and  civic 
groups  have  begun  letter-writing 
^nipaigns  to  manufacturers  and 
: — --J  programs.  To  find 
«it  how  your  shopping  habits  can  aid 
the  environment,  write  to.  Environ- 
mental  Shopping,  845  Madison  Av- 
Floor,  New  York,  New 
York  10022  (Family  Circle,  June  26, 


